1. Does a copy of the video clip have to be included in the portfolio? (Asked twice)
Yes.  You may save all clips to one disk.  Just secure it inside the portfolio.
2. Do you have suggestions for integrating technology at the distinguished level for a Math I class?  I considered using a GPS system but didn’t know if it would count?  I also considered having students create graphic organizers on power points to show the class as study guides for a final review.

Your ideas are excellent.  Remember that both you and your students must use technology in the lesson to earn a “Distinguished” score.  (You could ask someone with an ambulance service to demonstrate the GPS and that will count as use of a community resource, too!) : )
3. Do all lesson plans submitted have to be done on the standards-based lesson plan template?  

Yes.  All plans included in the portfolio should be in that format.
4. Do I have to include assessments for everything that I teach? 

No, you are providing samples in the portfolio.  You may pull your examples from one course or several courses.
5. Community Resources – If I take my students from my after school book club on a field trip to the theatre to watch a play that correlates with the book we read and the standards, would that count?  Does my entire class need to be exposed for this to count?
Your entire class has to benefit from the use of community resources…so your after-school activity will not count.  (Remember that “Proficient” is a good, solid score so don’t fret over specific requirements that you cannot meet.)
6. How is a digital portfolio more complicated that a hard copy?  Is it more difficult to grade or is it more work?

It is more work for you.  You have to include student work samples by scanning them into the file.  It is certainly doable.  : )  I’ve graded one…and it was submitted by an art teacher who had to scan student art work.  (It does take me longer to grade the electronic version, but I’m happy to do that if you submit the electronic version.)
7. Do I need to provide translation in English for student work and lessons written entirely in Spanish if commentary and notes are in English?

No need to translate…except for a couple of examples of written commentary.  Remember that you can’t write “on target” or “below target.”  You have to write out standard-based, specific feedback.
8. What do we do if we observed a teacher and did not get the teacher to sign off on the reflection form?

Email the teacher and ask that the teacher reply to your message that you were in the class.  Just insert the email message as proof.
9. Will we still get a stipend for finishing the portfolio?

Any stipends paid for portfolio completion are not paid by RESA.  Your school system would be responsible for that wonderful reward!  ; )  Bibb has paid in the past.  Other systems have not.
10.  What is the latest date that a portfolio can be graded if I plan on finishing in November?

You need to contact me before Nov. 3 and set a date for the grading.
11. The domain pages have a place for mentor signature.  What is needed to comply with the mentor’s written verification?  Where are the separate forms, if different (tip page 3)?

The easiest way to handle these requirements is to have your mentor/content specialist complete the signature form.  It is part of the “tips” packet.  I will ask Melissa to post it online for you.  The way I would handle these is to type a statement specific to the requirement and ask my mentor/content specialist to sign and date it.
12. Do teachers that teach more than 1 subject have to put a unit plan/lesson plans from each subject in the portfolio?

No.  Only one unit plan with the 3 lesson plans is required.  However, the 3 lesson plans need to be part of the unit.
13. Mentor vs. content specialist?  My mentor (year 1) transferred to another school.  This year I have a new mentor and she is science-content mentor as was my Year 1 mentor.  I am a Math 9-12 teacher.  The math department experience level is all less than 4 years.  
· Does this pose a problem for me?  You need to work with another math teacher.  Ask your mentor teacher to help you select someone.
· Can my mentor sign off for areas specified for content mentors?  No.
· My mentor and I have the same planning block—what arrangements do we need to make for observations?  You can handle this in a variety of ways.  One of you can speak to the principal and ask for coverage for your mentor.  Another way is less complicated, if your principal allows you to make decisions like this.  Ask your mentor to speak with another teacher to cover.
